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Post-election surveys conducted in both Macomb and Oakland Counties, Michigan

• Macomb County survey of 750 likely voters conducted November 4 – 5, 2008.

• Oakland County survey of 600 likely voters conducted November 4 – 5, 2008.

Earlier in the year, Democracy Corps conducted in-depth research in Macomb 
County to understand why some blue-collar Democrats were holding back from 
Obama. 

• Macomb County survey of 750 likely voters and a parallel Michigan-wide survey of 764 
likely voter conducted July 14 – 22, 2008.

• 6 focus groups with Democratic or Democratic-leaning voters from Macomb County 
who were then not voting for Barack Obama conducted in June and July, 2008.

• A second Macomb County survey of 750 likely voters, conducted September 21 – 24, 
2008.

Methodology and Overview
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Political Environment in Oakland, Macomb
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Right Direction Wrong Track

Macomb and Oakland voters pessimistic about direction of state, nation
Generally speaking, do you think things in this country/in Michigan are going in the right direction, or do you feel things 
have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

75

8992

Right Direction Wrong Track Right Direction Wrong Track

Right Direction Wrong TrackThings in Michigan

Things in this country

Macomb Oakland Nationally

Macomb Oakland
*Note: National data from Democracy Corps survey of 2000 voters conducted November 4-5, 2008. 
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Cool Warm

GOP, Bush extremely unpopular in Macomb, Oakland
Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred meaning a VERY WARM, 
FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm 
or cold. 
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Net 
Difference

In Macomb, Obama favorability consistently improves 

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one 
hundred meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY 
COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. 
Barack Obama

-3

*Note: From Democracy Corps surveys conducted over the last two years. Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 6 | 
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Net 
Difference

McCain favorability remains net positive, but below 50 percent in Macomb
Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one 
hundred meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY 
COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. John 
McCain

+8

*Note: From Democracy Corps surveys conducted over the last two years. Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 7 | 
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Warm

Oakland less populist, conservative than Macomb
Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred meaning a 
VERY WARM, FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE feeling; and fifty 
meaning not particularly warm or cold. Net 
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The Vote in Macomb and Oakland
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Obama wins both Macomb, Oakland counties; carries state of Michigan

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 10 | 

Macomb County, MI Oakland County, MI

+8 +15

Thinking about the presidential election, did you vote for Democrat Barack Obama, Republican John McCain, Libertarian 
Party candidate Bob Barr, or Independent candidate Ralph Nader?

+16

Michigan Statewide
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As campaign progressed, Obama gained in Macomb
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DNC DNC 
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ConventionConvention
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Thinking about the presidential election, did you vote for Democrat Barack Obama, Republican 
John McCain, Libertarian Party candidate Bob Barr, or Independent candidate Ralph Nader?

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Now let me read you a list reasons to support John McCain. Which THREE describe the most important reasons why 
you voted for John McCain? 

Macomb County: Reasons for supporting John McCain

Picked Sarah Palin as his running mate

Strong leader/commander-in-chief

Supported surge, no Iraq retreat

Drill for oil, energy independence

POW, puts country first

I just couldn’t vote for Barack Obama

Would end earmarks and pork barrel spending

Would cut taxes

Health care tax credit plan

Is a reformer

Stabilize home prices, fix crisis

Is a maverick who works with both parties

Security 
and 

Strength

Policy

Reformer

*Note: Asked only of those voting for McCain
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Now let me read you a list reasons to support John McCain. Which THREE describe the most important reasons why 
you voted for John McCain? 

Oakland County: Reasons for supporting John McCain

Picked Sarah Palin as his running mate

Strong leader/commander-in-chief

Supported surge, no Iraq retreat

Drill for oil, energy independence

POW, puts country first

I just couldn’t vote for Barack Obama

Would end earmarks and pork barrel spending

Would cut taxes

Health care tax credit plan

Is a reformer

Stabilize home prices, fix crisis

Is a maverick who works with both parties

Security 
and 

Strength

Policy

Reformer

*Note: Asked only of those voting for McCain
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Middle Class 
Economics

Social 
Policies

Character 
and 

Leadership

Tax health care benefits

Picked Sarah Palin as VP

Would stay in Iraq

Tax breaks for the wealthy

Continue Bush policies

Is too old to be president

His erratic response to the financial crisis

Privatize Social Security, cut Medicare

Ran a negative campaign

Help end woman’s right to choose

Let me read you a list of doubts about John McCain. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE describe the most 
important reasons NOT to vote for John McCain? 

Macomb County: Reasons not to support John McCain

Supports outsourcing, bad trade

Cut govt. spending and services

Change

*Note: Asked only of those not voting for McCain or who voted for McCain but considered Obama. 

Pulled his campaign out of Michigan



November 11, 2008November 11, 2008

13

7

19

31

29

13

17

2

30

17

17

42

15

0 25 50

Middle Class 
Economics

Social 
Policies

Character 
and 

Leadership

Tax health care benefits

Picked Sarah Palin as VP

Would stay in Iraq

Tax breaks for the wealthy

Continue Bush policies

Is too old to be president

His erratic response to the financial crisis

Privatize Social Security, cut Medicare

Ran a negative campaign

Help end woman’s right to choose

Let me read you a list of doubts about John McCain. Regardless of how you voted, which THREE describe the most 
important reasons NOT to vote for John McCain? 

Oakland County: Reasons not to support John McCain

Supports outsourcing, bad trade

Cut govt. spending and services

Change

*Note: Asked only of those not voting for McCain or who voted for McCain but considered Obama. 

Pulled his campaign out of Michigan
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Now let me read you a list reasons to support Barack Obama. Which THREE describe the most important reasons why 
you voted for Barack Obama? 

Macomb County: Reasons for supporting Barack Obama

Offers a different path from Bush

Withdraw troops from Iraq

For the middle class, tax cuts 

Affordable health care for all

Protect Social Security, Medicare 

Wealthiest pay fair share

Invest in education

End outsourcing tax breaks 

Just couldn’t vote for McCain

Middle Class 
Economics

Self-confident, strong leader

Bring together, get things done

Serious response to financial crisis

Endorsed by Buffett, Powell

Character 
and 

Leadership

Change

Social 
Policies

*Note: Asked only of those voting for Obama.
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Now let me read you a list reasons to support Barack Obama. Which THREE describe the most important reasons why 
you voted for Barack Obama? 

Oakland County: Reasons for supporting Barack Obama

Offers a different path from Bush

Withdraw troops from Iraq

For the middle class, tax cuts 

Affordable health care for all

Protect Social Security, Medicare 

Wealthiest pay fair share

Invest in education

End outsourcing tax breaks 

Just couldn’t vote for McCain

Middle Class 
Economics

Self-confident, strong leader

Bring together, get things done

Serious response to financial crisis

Endorsed by Buffett, Powell

Character 
and 

Leadership

Change

Social 
Policies

*Note: Asked only of those voting for Obama.
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Now let me read you a list reasons to support Barack Obama. Which THREE describe the most important reasons why 
you voted for Barack Obama? 

Macomb County: Reasons for not supporting Barack Obama

Leadership and 
National Security

Character, 
Personal,
Cultural

Big Gov’t, 
Tax and 
Spend

Retreat in Iraq, weaken national security

Inexperienced, too big a risk

Associations make me uncomfortable

Wrong on abortion, gay marriage, etc.

Democrats get too much control

Redistribute wealth

Caters to minority groups

Out of touch with working people

Health care plan too government-run

Raise my taxes

Will tax small businesses

Increase government spending

*Note: Asked only of those not voting for Obama or who voted for Obama but considered McCain. 
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Now let me read you a list reasons to support Barack Obama. Which THREE describe the most important reasons why 
you voted for Barack Obama? 

Oakland County: Reasons for not supporting Barack Obama

Leadership and 
National Security

Character, 
Personal,
Cultural

Big Gov’t, 
Tax and 
Spend

Retreat in Iraq, weaken national security

Inexperienced, too big a risk

Associations make me uncomfortable

Wrong on abortion, gay marriage, etc.

Democrats get too much control

Redistribute wealth

Caters to minority groups

Out of touch with working people

Health care plan too government-run

Raise my taxes

Will tax small businesses

Increase government spending

*Note: Asked only of those not voting for Obama or who voted for Obama but considered McCain. 
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Obama Consolidates Base In Macomb



November 11, 2008November 11, 2008

8071
95

11
17

5

Jul-08 Oct-08

73
64

91

13
23

8

Jul-08 Oct-08

Barack Obama
John McCain

Net 
Difference

Net 
Difference

+54
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Democrats
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Obama consolidates Democratic voters in Macomb
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Thinking about the presidential election, did you vote for Democrat Barack Obama, Republican 
John McCain, Libertarian Party candidate Bob Barr, or Independent candidate Ralph Nader?

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates

DNC and RNC DNC and RNC 
ConventionsConventions

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebatesDNC and RNC DNC and RNC 

ConventionsConventions
Financial Financial 
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20082008
ElectionElection
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Obama expands lead with white non-college Democrats, union members
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Thinking about the presidential election, did you vote for Democrat Barack Obama, Republican 
John McCain, Libertarian Party candidate Bob Barr, or Independent candidate Ralph Nader?

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Obama consolidates key Democratic groups during past few months

2008 2008 
ElectionElection

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

Thinking about the presidential election, did you vote for Democrat Barack Obama, Republican John McCain, Libertarian 
Party candidate Bob Barr, or Independent candidate Ralph Nader?

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates

*Note: Slide shows Obama’s margin over McCain among each group.
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Race and Comfort With Obama
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Comfortable Uncomfortable Comfortable Uncomfortable

10 6 to 10 0 0 to 4

Macomb, Oakland voters as comfortable with Obama as with Democrat

Democrat

57

29

59

33

Obama

On a scale of zero to ten, how comfortable would you feel with Barack Obama/A Democrat as your President?  A ten 
would mean you feel very comfortable.  A zero would mean you feel not at all comfortable.

64

27

61

31
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DemocratObama
Macomb County, MI Oakland County, MI
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Ready for black
president

Not read for black
president

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

69

20

81

12

+49 +69

Macomb: now only 12 percent say America not ready for black president

First Statement: America is ready for a 
black president.

Second Statement: America is not ready 
for a black president. 

Now I'm going to read you some more pairs of statements. After I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right.

July
(Macomb County)

November
(Macomb County)
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81
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Nearly identical views in Macomb and Oakland on black president

First Statement: America is ready for a 
black president.

Second Statement: America is not ready 
for a black president. 

Now I'm going to read you some more pairs of statements. After I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right.

79

12

Macomb County, MI Oakland County, MI
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Oakland

Macomb

Not well at all Not too well Very well Well

Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases people use to describe political figures. For each word or 
phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all…
Will put the interests of black Americans ahead of others.

Two thirds disagree that Obama will put blacks ahead of other Americans

67 29

69 26
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Exactly Like (10 on a 10-point scale) Somewhat Like (6-9 on a 10-point scale) 

Voters see Obama as more like JFK

I am now going to read you a list of names and I'd like you to tell me where on a scale from  0 to 10 you would place 
Barack Obama if a 10 means he is EXACTLY LIKE the person who's name I just read and 0 means he is NOTHING 
LIKE the person who's name I just read. You can use any number between 0 and 10.

33

47

49

36

John F. 
Kennedy

Jesse 
Jackson

John 
Kerry

24

22
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42 39
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McCain would put
corporations first

Obama would put
minorities first

McCain would put
corporations first

Obama would put
minorities first

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

55

25

+30 +30

Macomb, Oakland voters not concerned Obama would put minorities first

First Statement: When I voted, I was more 
concerned that McCain would put the rich 
and big corporations first 

Second Statement: When I voted, I was 
more concerned that Obama would put 
minorities first 

Now I'm going to read you some more pairs of statements. After I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST 
statement or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right.

55

25

Macomb County, MI Oakland County, MI
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Obama Gains on Key Attributes in Macomb
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Macomb: Obama posts strong marks on most attributes  

31

Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word 
or phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. 

Will help unite the country

Patriotic

Will keep America strong

What it takes to be president

PO
SI

TI
VE

N
EG

A
TI

VE

On your side

Makes me hopeful about future

Shares your values

Too liberal

Too many questions to take chance

Will put black interests first

67
34 65

38 61

37 61
38 60

37 60

40 58

47 50
52 44

67 29
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Not well at all Not too well Very well Well

Oakland: Obama similarly strong in Oakland County

31

Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word 
or phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. 

Will help unite the country

Patriotic

On your side

What it takes to be president

PO
SI

TI
VE

N
EG

A
TI

VE

Will keep America strong

Makes me hopeful about future

Shares your values

Too liberal

Too many questions to take chance

Will put black interests first

69
33 66

38 61

38 61
36 61

39 60

41 57

50 48
57 41

69 26
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Macomb: Obama crosses threshold on keeping American strong
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word or phrase,
please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. ….will keep America strong

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Macomb: Obama drastically improves standing as “patriotic”
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word 
or phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all….patriotic

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Macomb: Obama now viewed decisively as “on your side”
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word or 
phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. ….on your side

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Macomb: Obama much more likely to make voters “hopeful about future”
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word 
or phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. ….makes 
me feel hopeful about the future

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Macomb: Obama continues to be seen as sharing voters’ values
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word 
or phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. ….shares 
your values

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Macomb: Smaller gains on “too many questions” about Obama
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word 
or phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all. ….just too 
many questions to take a chance on him as president

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Macomb: Voters doubt Obama will put “interests of black Americans” first
Now, I am going to read you a list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each word or 
phrase, please tell me whether it describes Barack Obama very well, well, not too well, or not well at all….will put the 
interests of black Americans ahead of others.

DNC DNC 
ConventionConvention

RNC RNC 
ConventionConvention

Financial Financial 
CrisisCrisis

20082008
ElectionElection

Presidential Presidential 
DebatesDebates
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Concerned McCain is out
of touch

Concerned Obama
comes from different

background

Concerned McCain is out
of touch

Concerned Obama
comes from different

background

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

52

33

+19

Concern in both Michigan counties over McCain being out of touch

First Statement: When I voted, I was more 
concerned that McCain is out of touch and 
doesn't understand the challenges I face. 

Second Statement: When I voted, I was 
more concerned that Obama comes from a 
different background and doesn't share my 
values 
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Obama Seen As Better on Most Issues
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Macomb: Obama leads with creating quality jobs, financial crisis
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I am going to read you a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, overall, you think Democrat Barack Obama or 
Republican John McCain had better ideas on this issue. 

National security

Creating quality jobs

The financial crisis in the country

The economy

The budget deficit

Taxes

Government spending

The situation in Iraq
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Oakland: Obama leads with economy, creating quality jobs
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I am going to read you a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, overall, you think Democrat Barack Obama or 
Republican John McCain had better ideas on this issue. 

National security

Creating quality jobs

The financial crisis in the country

The economy

The budget deficit

Taxes

Government spending

The situation in Iraq
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Significant differences on national security, economy, budget deficit

-9
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I am going to read you a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, overall, you think Democrat Barack Obama or 
Republican John McCain had better ideas on this issue. 

National security

The economy

The budget deficit
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The economy

Taxes

Obama finishes campaign with lead on economy, taxes in Macomb
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I am going to read you a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, overall, you think 
Democrat Barack Obama or Republican John McCain had better ideas on this issue. 



November 11, 2008November 11, 2008

3123 31

6066 61

Jul-08 Oct-08

41
36

485053

45

15

25

35

45

55

65

Jul-08 Oct-08

Barack Obama
John McCain

Net 
Difference

Net 
Difference

-43

The situation in 
Iraq

National 
security

Macomb: Obama better on Iraq, improves slightly on national security
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I am going to read you a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, overall, you think 
Democrat Barack Obama or Republican John McCain had better ideas on this issue. 
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46 48

36 37

McCain's policies would
cost us jobs

Obama's policies would
increase taxes

Threatened by global
trade, CEOs and special

interests

Threatened by
affirmative action and

illegal immigration

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

53
41

+12

More voters worried about McCain’s economic policies

First Statement: When I voted, I was more 
concerned that McCain would continue the 
economic policies that have cost us jobs 
and caused higher prices 

Second Statement: When I voted, I was 
more concerned that Obama would raise 
taxes and increase government spending 
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35 37
28 28

Concerned McCain
would do too little to get

financial community
under control

Concerned Obama
would go too far in
regulating financial

community

Concerned McCain
would do too little to get

financial community
under control

Concerned Obama
would go too far in
regulating financial

community

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

49
39

+10

Fear that McCain would do too little to get financial sector in order
First Statement: When I voted, I was more 
concerned that McCain would do too little 
to get the financial community under 
control and allow another era of 
speculative booms and busts. 

Second Statement: When I voted, I was 
more concerned Obama would go too far in 
regulating the financial community and 
ultimately harm our economy. 
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35 37
28 28

More concerned McCain
would give too much

power to big
corporations.

More concerned Obama
would take away our
guns and restrict our

freedoms.

More concerned McCain
would give too much

power to big
corporations.

More concerned Obama
would take away our
guns and restrict our

freedoms.

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

52
33
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More worried that McCain would further empower big corporations
First Statement: When I voted, I was more 
concerned that McCain would give too 
much power to big corporations and the 
very wealthy. 

Second Statement: When I voted, I was 
more concerned that Obama would take 
away our guns and restrict our freedoms 
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The Squeezed Middle Class
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Threatened by global
trade, CEOs and special

interests

Threatened by
affirmative action and

illegal immigration

Threatened by global
trade, CEOs and special

interests

Threatened by
affirmative action and

illegal immigration

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

53

36

+17

More blame global trade, CEOs and politicians not minorities
First Statement: The middle class today is 
more threatened by global trade, CEOs 
who care more about their companies than 
their own country and politicians who 
support free trade agreements backed by 
corporate special interests. 

Second Statement: The middle class today 
is more threatened by affirmative action for 
minorities who don't take responsibility for 
their own lives and by illegal immigrants 
getting free government benefits. 
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29
25

Regulation is necessary Regulation causes more
harm than good

Regulation is necessary Regulation causes more
harm than good

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly
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Government regulation seen as necessary to protect the public

First Statement: Government regulation of 
businesses and corporations is necessary 
to protect the public. 

Second Statement: Government regulation 
of businesses and corporations frequently 
does more harm than good. 
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Economy, jobs, health
care and retirement

security most important

Gun rights, lower taxes,
less government

intrusion most important

Economy, jobs, health
care and retirement

security most important

Gun rights, lower taxes,
less government

intrusion most important

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

66

30
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Economy and jobs trump guns, smaller government

First Statement: When considering the 
candidates for President, it was most 
important to me that they shared my views 
on issues such as the economy and jobs, 
health care, and retirement security. 

Second Statement: When considering the 
candidates for President, it was most 
important to me that they shared my views 
on issues such as gun rights, lower taxes, 
and less government intrusion into 
personal freedoms. 
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Values in the 2008 Election



November 11, 2008November 11, 2008

37
42

46
39

America needs more
community

America needs more
self-reliance

America needs more
community

America needs more
self-reliance

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

43
50

-7

In Macomb, more self-reliance sought; in Oakland, more community

First Statement: America needs more 
community and helping one another. 

Second Statement: America needs more 
self-reliance and personal responsibility. 
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Homosexuality is a way
of life that should be

accepted.

Homosexuality is a way
of life that should be

discouraged by society.

Homosexuality is a way
of life that should be

accepted.

Homosexuality is a way
of life that should be

discouraged by society.

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

56

33

+23

Macomb and Oakland tolerant of homosexuality as a way of life

First Statement: Homosexuality is a way of 
life that should be accepted by society. 

Second Statement: Homosexuality is a way 
of life that should be discouraged by 
society. 
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