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Survey in 45 Republican House districts
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1,600 Likely Voters in 45 Republican-held battleground districts

Another Congressional Wave Election?
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Urban/Rural (4 of 45): 9%
49% Border States, 27% Deep South, 24% West 

North Central
Kentucky 2
Louisiana 4
Maryland 1
Missouri 9

Competitive district types: Republican-held
Suburban (10 of 45): 21%
33% Middle Atlantic, 26% East North Central

Connecticut 4 
Illinois 10
Michigan 9
Nevada 3
New Jersey 7

New York 25
Ohio 14
Pennsylvania 6
Virginia 11
Washington 8 Exurban (7 of 45): 17%

45% East North Central, 27% Deep South
California 4
Florida 24
Illinois 11

Michigan 7
New Jersey 2
Ohio 2
Virginia 10

Urban (11 of 45): 23%
36% Deep South, 30% East North Central

Florida 8
Florida 13
Florida 21
Illinois 18
Minnesota 3

New Jersey 3
New Mexico 1
New York 13
Ohio 1
Ohio 15
Virginia 2

Rural/Small Town (7 of 45): 17% 
46% Mountain States, 24% Middle Atlantic

Alabama 2
Alaska 1
Arizona 1
Idaho 1

New Mexico 2
New York 29
Wyoming 1

Suburban/Rural (6 of 45): 14%
22% Middle Atlantic, 19% Deep South

Colorado 4
Missouri 6
New York 26

North Carolina 8
Ohio 16
West Virginia 2
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A change election in the battleground
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66

25
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27

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Wrong track Right direction
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Disgust with status quo at highest level

Net 
Difference

Generally speaking, do you think things in the country are going in the 
right direction, or do you feel things have gotten pretty seriously off on 
the wrong track?

-51 -39 -43 -47 -58
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3434
38

33
37

6263
58

63
59

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Approve Disapprove
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Bush job approval at only 33 percent in Republican districts

Net 
Difference-29 -22 -28 -20

Do you approve or disapprove of the way George Bush is handling his job as president?

-30
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4343
40 38

43

37
31 32 3331

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Approve Disapprove
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Republican incumbent job approval slips to 38 percent

Net 
Difference+12 +12 +6 +8

Do you approve or disapprove of the way (member of Congress)* is handling his/her job as a member of the U.S. 
Congress?

+5

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted.
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Majority now in GOP CDs want to vote for Democrat, not own member
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44
36

2826

Want to vote for a
Democrat

Will vote to reelect
Member

Want to vote for a
Democrat

Will vote to reelect
Member

First statement strongly First statement not so strongly
Second statement strongly Second statement not so strongly

Statement 1: I’m more concerned that the 
Republicans will wait too long to withdraw our 

troops from Iraq

Statement 2: In November, I will vote for 
(Member of Congress)* because the new 

Democratic Congress is just business as usual 
and getting no more done than the last one.

Statement 1: In November, I really want to be 
able to vote for a Democrat for Congress 

because at least he or she will fight for change.

Now I’m going to read you some pairs of statements. As I read each pair, please tell me whether the FIRST statement 
or the SECOND statement comes closer to your own view, even if neither is exactly right:

55

+18

37

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted, unless asked in an open seat.

41
49

+8

January May
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4647 46

4343
46

42
45

5050

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Republican candidate Democratic candidate
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Democrats take lead in expanded Republican battleground

Net 
Difference -5 +7 0 -1 +7

Thinking about the election for Congress in November, if the election for U.S. Congress were held 
today, would you be voting for the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate*?

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted, and a generic candidate was inserted for the opposing party.
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Democrats hold lead in most competitive Republican districts
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4851
45

42

Democrat Republican Democrat Republican

+9

Republican Tier 1 Republican Tier 2

Thinking about the election for Congress in November, if the election for U.S. Congress were held today, would you be 
voting for the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate*?

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted, and a generic candidate was inserted for the opposing party. 

+3
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55
51 51 51

42 43
40 41 41 43

48
51

Democrat Republican Democrat Republican Democrat Republican Democrat Republican Democrat Republican Democrat Republican

+15

Democrats best in suburban districts, challenged in rural-small town

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted, and a generic candidate was inserted for the opposing party. 

Suburban Urban Suburban/
Rural

Urban/
Rural

Exurban

+10 +10 +8 -6 -8

Rural/
Small town

Thinking about the election for Congress in November, if the election for U.S. Congress were held today, would you be 
voting for the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate*?
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22 21

29

3 4 64
12

Loyalist Supporter Conditional Vulnerable Winnable In Reach Peripheral Unreachable

VCS

15
18

7

39

4494

Loyalist Supporter Conditional Vulnerable Winnable In Reach Peripheral Unreachable

Democratic 

Republican Non-Republican 

Congressional Voter Choice Scale: Democrats have more loyalists and 
less vulnerable and more winnable

Non-Democratic 
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Those groups most “winnable” from voter choice scale

27

18 17 16 16 15 15 15

21

12

Total Independents Moderate
Republicans

Rural
Heartland

50-64 Moderates Older Men Urban/Rural Boom
Generation

Non-College
Men

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 13 | 
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39

44

40

38

41

47

70 50 30 10 10 30 50

John McCain

Hillary Clinton

Barack Obama

Cool Warm

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred 
meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE 
feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. 

Net 

+1

-9

-3
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33
37

39

40
42

36

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Cool Warm
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McCain’s negatives rise significantly

Net 
Difference -1 +9 +1

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred 
meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE 
feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. 



June 3, 2008

• Click to edit Master text styles
• Second level
• Third level
• Fourth level
• Fifth level

Click to edit Master title style

June 3, 2008

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 17 | 

38

44

34 36
41

42

36

36

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Cool Warm
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Obama’s negatives rise too

Net 
Difference +2 -2 +6 -3

Now, I'd like to rate your feelings toward some people and organizations, with one hundred 
meaning a VERY WARM, FAVORABLE feeling; zero meaning a VERY COLD, UNFAVORABLE 
feeling; and fifty meaning not particularly warm or cold. 
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43
39

44
42

38

51
48 47

5153

10

40

70

Jun-07 Aug-07 Oct-07 Dec-07 Feb-08 Apr-08 Jun-08

Republican candidate Democratic candidate
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Democrats lead generic presidential vote in GOP territory

Net 
Difference +9 +15 +8 +3 +9

I know it is a long way off, but thinking about the election in November, if the election for president were 
held today, for whom would you vote – the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate?
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Obama even in Republican-held congressional battleground

47 484747 4647

Barack Obama John McCain Barack Obama John McCain Barack Obama John McCain

Barack Obama John McCain

0 +1

Republican Tier 1 Republican Tier 2

-1

Now let me ask you again about your vote for President but with the candidate names. I know it is a long way off, but if 
the election for president were held today and the candidates were – Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John 
McCain, for whom would you vote?

Republican Battleground
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Obama and McCain split independents in battleground

89

9

43

84

45

11

Barack Obama John McCain Barack Obama John McCain Barack Obama John McCain

Barack Obama John McCain
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+73 -2

Independents Republicans

-80

Now let me ask you again about your vote for President but with the candidate names. I know it is a long way off, but if 
the election for president were held today and the candidates were – Democrat Barack Obama and Republican John 
McCain, for whom would you vote?

Democrats
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Obama not seen as hurting nor helping Democratic candidates
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12 13

63

More likely Less likely No difference

Much more likely Somewhat more likely
Much less likely Somewhat less likely
No difference

Statement 1: I’m more concerned that the 
Republicans will wait too long to withdraw our 

troops from Iraq

If Barack Obama emerged from the primaries as the Democratic presidential nominee, would that make you more likely 
or less likely to support (DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE) for Congress, or would it make no difference to you?

18

+1

17
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Incumbents weak personal standing
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Positive attributes of incumbent: none top 50 percent

44

41

36

33

32

30

33

40

44

48

48

46

65 45 25 5 15 35 55

Independent, does not
toe a party line

Will bring the right kind of
change

On your side

Is effective in Congress

Fights for people here

Honest and trustworthy

Not Well Well

Net 

+16

+15

+8

Now, I am going to read you another list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each 
word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes (Member of Congress)* very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted.

-1

-13

-14
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47

39

38

34

32

33

37

36

40

40

45

42

60 40 20 0 20 40 60

Out of touch

Has been in Washington too long

Will keep us in Iraq too long

Follows Bush's direction too much 

Too close to big business special interests

Follows Bush's direction too much on Iraq and the
economy

Not Well Well

Net 

+13

+6

-3

+2

Now, I am going to read you another list of words and phrases which people use to describe political figures. For each 
word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes (Member of Congress)* very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted.

-5

-14
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Republican incumbents seen as less honest, unable to bring change

33
38

4642

Dec-07 M ar-08

-4

4853

3229
10

20

30

40

50

60

70

Dec-07 M ar-08

Total Well
Total Not Well

Net 
Difference

Net 
Difference +24 +16

-13

Honest and 
Trustworthy

Will bring 
the right 
kind of 
change

Now, I am going to read you another list of words and phrases which people use to 
describe political figures. For each word or phrase, please tell me whether it describes 
(Member of Congress)* very well, well, not too well, or not well at all.

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted.
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Attributes that drive the final vote: Odds Ratio
•Honest and Trustworthy 1.65
•Follows Bush – Iraq/economy 1.32
•Fights for people here 1.30
•Will bring the right kind of change (comb.) 1.26
•Out of touch 1.26
•Too close to big business/special interests 1.21

Attributes that drive incumbent therm:
•Is effective in Congress (comb.) 1.63
•Will bring the right kind of change (comb.) 1.60
•On your side (comb.) 1.50
•Will keep us in Iraq too long (comb.) 1.36
•Out of touch (comb.) 1.34
•Honest and Trustworthy (comb.) 1.31

Honest and trustworthy, following Bush are attributes driving vote

Page 26 | Greenberg Quinlan Rosner
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Republicans losing issues in own areas
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What is wrong: underlying issues
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17

10

16

34

14

14

33

13

19

Our leaders doing nothing about the health care
problem

High taxes, pork-barrel spending and government not
under control

Washington dominated by special interests and
corruption

Our borders left unprotected and illegal immigration is
growing

Our dependence on foreign oil and global warming

America bogged down and spending billions in Iraq

Jobs and work being outsourced to China and India

The middle class squeezed while the economy is
weakening

The rising cost of living including gas prices and
groceries

Now I am going to read a list of phrases people use to describe why our country is going in the wrong direction. After I 
read the list, please tell me which TWO come closest to your own view of why the country is going in the wrong direction.

Economic

Security

Reform

Note: Question asked only of those who responded that the country was going in the wrong direction.  
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Problems with the economy—rising costs is paramount concern
Now I am going to read you a list of problems relating to the economy. After I read the list, please tell me which TWO 
are the most important problems facing our economy.

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 29 | 

15

18

19

20

26

27

42

57

12

17

Lack of good paying jobs

The federal deficit

The housing crisis, foreclosures and falling home prices

The middle class squeezed while corporate profits rise

High taxes

The middle class squeezed while the CEOs get big pay

The high cost of health care and danger of losing coverage

Outsourcing of jobs to China and India

Small pay increases while prices rise for gas, health care and
food

Prices rising for gas, health care and food
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What’s right? 

Now I am going to read you a list of phrases that people use to describe why our country is going in the right 
direction. After I read the list, please tell me which TWO come closest to your own views of why the country is going 
in the right direction.

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 30 | 

11

20

21

26

35

39

13

6Individuals' financial situations are improving

Businesses are prospering

Less regulation and people are freer and have more
choices

Technology is making life better

National leaders today have good family values and
respect for religious faith

Tax cuts keep the economy on the right track

America is pro-active in the fight against terrorism

We are making progress in the war in Iraq

Note: Question asked only of those who responded that the country was going in the right direction.  
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Democrats better positioned to handle the economy, situation in Iraq
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39

35

36

50

52

39

45 25 5 15 35 55

Handling illegal
immigration

The situation in Iraq

The economy

Republicans Better Democrats Better

Net 

+17

+11

-3

Now I am going to ask you something different. I am going to read a list of issues and I want you to tell me whether, 
overall, you think the Democrats or the Republicans would do a better job with this issue:
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Democrats improve advantage on handling economy, situation in Iraq

45
48 50

3938 39

Dec-07 M ar-08 Jun-08

+10

4849 52

3939 35
15

25

35

45

55

65

Dec-07 M ar-08 Jun-08

Democrats
Republicans

Net 
Difference

Net 
Difference +9 +17

+11

The 
economy

The 
situation in 

Iraq

Now I am going to ask you something different. I am going to read a list of issues and I want 
you to tell me whether, overall, you think the Democrats or the Republicans would do a better 
job with this issue:

+10

+6
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Better job measures that drive the final vote: Odds Ratio
•Economy 1.52
•Iraq 1.43
•Illegal Immigration 1.20

Better job measures that drive incumbent therm:
•Illegal Immigration 1.18
•Iraq 1.14
•Economy 1.14

Economy, Iraq are better job measures driving the vote

Page 33 | Greenberg Quinlan RosnerGreenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 33 | 
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Negative attacks and campaign impact
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Attack on Democratic House candidates
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Now let me read you a series of statements about (DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE). For 
each statement, please tell me whether this description, if accurate, raises very serious doubts, 
serious doubts, minor doubts or no real doubts in your own mind about (DEMOCRATIC HOUSE 
CANDIDATE).

Very 
Serious 
Doubts

Total 
Serious 
Doubts

(DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE) would grant amnesty to millions of illegal 
immigrants by providing them with a path to citizenship. This would reward 
undocumented aliens who broke the law, while others who waited in their home 
country and played by the rules will get nothing. 

26 64

(DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE) is out of touch with America's mainstream 
values.  If elected, the Democratic candidate would support Barack Obama's (buh-
ROCK owe-BAHM-uhs) liberal agenda of allowing gays to get married, legalizing 
partial-birth abortions and taking guns away from law-abiding citizens. 

26 50

(DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE) supports the largest tax increase in American 
history which would take money out of your pocket and damage our economy at 
the worst possible time.  The Democratic candidate wants to roll back Bush's tax 
cuts and add trillions in new taxes to fund more wasteful pork spending and new 
government programs. 

24 54

(DEMOCRATIC HOUSE CANDIDATE) supports Senator Obama's government-run 
health care plan that will cost billions and mean higher taxes for American families 
at a time of a weakening economy. This "one-size-fits all" approach will reduce 
choice for individuals and make the system more costly, wasteful and inefficient. 

20 52
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Both economic attacks on GOP candidates raise biggest doubts
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Now let me read you a series of statements about (REPUBLICAN HOUSE CANDIDATE). For 
each statement, please tell me whether this description, if accurate, raises very serious doubts, 
serious doubts, minor doubts or no real doubts in your own mind about (REPUBLICAN HOUSE 
CANDIDATE).

Very 
Serious 
Doubts

Total 
Serious 
Doubts

(REPUBLICAN HOUSE CANDIDATE)'s economic plan would give 2 trillion in new 
tax cuts to corporations and the rich, but it offers virtually nothing for middle 
class Americans. It lowers taxes on millionaires, cuts taxes on big corporations by 
30 percent and even protects tax cuts for companies that shift jobs overseas. 

28 65

(REPUBLICAN HOUSE CANDIDATE) supports an economic plan that is full of 
giveaways for corporate special interests.  While offering virtually nothing for the 
middle class, this plan would give tax breaks worth nearly 4 billion a year to the 
biggest oil companies and nearly 2 billion a year to the biggest health insurance 
companies. 

26 63

After five years, a trillion dollars spent and four thousand American lives lost in 
Iraq, our troops are still policing a religious civil war.  Yet, (REPUBLICAN HOUSE 
CANDIDATE) supports keeping the troops there for at least five more years and 
will spend billions more in Iraq instead of using that money to help our economy, 
health care, and investing in alternative energy. 

25 57

On the most important issues facing America (REPUBLICAN HOUSE CANDIDATE) 
is in lockstep with President Bush.  (HE/SHE) supports Bush's budget-busting 
policy of tax cuts for corporations and, like Bush, (HE/SHE) opposes any effort to 
bring troops home from Iraq. 

21 51

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted, unless asked in an open seat.
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Attacks on Democrats that drive the final vote: Odds Ratio
•Increase taxes/wasteful spending 1.46
•Government run health care 1.43

Attacks on Republicans that drive the final vote: Odds Ratio
•Follows Bush’s tax cuts/refuses to return troops 1.43
•Tax cuts for the rich, nothing for middle class 1.33

Attacks that are driving the vote
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Democrats maintain lead after debate
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5050
4443

Democrat Republican Democrat Republican

+7

Initial Final

Now let me ask you again about your vote for Congress in November. If the election for U.S. Congress were held 
today, would you be voting for the Democratic candidate or the Republican candidate*?

*Note: Actual names of incumbents inserted, and a generic candidate was inserted for the opposing party. 

+6
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Iraq debate
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Growing majority want to start reducing troops, not stay for stability

Now I’m going to read you some statements. Please tell me whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND statement 
comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right:

5556 5856

4342 4042

May-07 Jun-07 Jul-07 Aug-07 Sep-07 Oct-07 Nov-07 Dec-07 Jan-08 Feb-08 Mar-08 Apr-08 May-08 Jun-08

Need to start reducing US troops in Iraq We must stay the course in Iraq

Net 
Difference +14 +14 +18+12

Page 40 | Greenberg Quinlan Rosner

*Note: From Democracy Corps battleground surveys conducted over the last few months.
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Consistent worry Republicans will stay too long

Now I’m going to read you some statements. Please tell me whether the FIRST statement or the SECOND statement 
comes closer to your own views, even if neither is exactly right:

4949
5050

45
47 4646

May-07 Aug-07 Nov-07 Feb-08 May-08

I'm more concerned that the Republicans w ill w ait too long to w ithdraw  our troops from Iraq
I'm more concerned that the Democrats w ill leave Iraq too quickly

Net 
Difference +2 +4 +4 +4

Page 41 | Greenberg Quinlan Rosner

*Note: From Democracy Corps battleground surveys conducted over the last several months.
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Iraq paired debate – with Obama reference

Now I'm going to read you what the candidates for Congress are saying on Iraq.  Regardless of who you would vote for, 
please tell me whether the Democratic statement or the Republican statement comes closer to your own view, even if 
neither is exactly right. .

The Democratic candidate says the war in Iraq has cost us trillions of dollars while our economy has 
weakened, and has made America less secure. We must strengthen America's security by following 
Barack Obama's plan to start reducing our troops in Iraq in a responsible way, force the Iraqi 
government to use its oil money to pay for reconstruction and work with other nations to bring stability. 
We need to invest the money we are currently spending in Iraq to restore our military, deal with 
Afghanistan and strengthen America's own economy and security. But the Republican candidate for 
Congress wants to keep our troops in Iraq for at least another 5 years. 

OR
The Republican candidate says there has been military and political progress in Iraq, and that to 
withdraw now would cost more in lives and create more instability in the Middle East. If we follow John 
McCain's lead to see our commitment through until the end of his first term, by 2013 America will have 
welcomed most of our troops home and the Iraq war will have been won. Though some violence will 
still occur, Iraq will be a functioning democracy with al Qaeda defeated and the U.S. maintaining just a 
small military presence that does not play a direct combat role. But the Democratic candidate for 
Congress wants to pull our troops out precipitously and give al Qaeda a big victory. 
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Democrats win Iraq debate with reference to Obama’s call to reduce 
troops

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 43 | 

44

28

Democratic statement Republican statement

Democratic statement strongly Democratic statement somewhat
Republican statement strongly Republican statement somewhat

54

+12
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Now I'm going to read you what the candidates for Congress are saying on Iraq.  Regardless of who you would vote for, 
please tell me whether the Democratic statement or the Republican statement comes closer to your own view, even if 
neither is exactly right. 
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Iraq paired debate – without reference to Obama’s plan

Now I'm going to read you what the candidates for Congress are saying on Iraq.  Regardless of who you would vote for, 
please tell me whether the Democratic statement or the Republican statement comes closer to your own view, even if 
neither is exactly right. .

The Democratic candidate says the war in Iraq has cost us trillions of dollars while our economy has 
weakened, and has made America less secure. We must strengthen America's security by starting to 
reduce our troops in Iraq in a responsible way, force the Iraqi government to use its oil money to pay 
for reconstruction and work with other nations to bring stability. We need to invest the money we are 
currently spending in Iraq to restore our military, deal with Afghanistan and strengthen America's own 
economy and security. But the Republican candidate for Congress wants to keep our troops in Iraq for 
at least another 5 years. 

OR
The Republican candidate says there has been military and political progress in Iraq, and that to 
withdraw now would cost more in lives and create more instability in the Middle East. If we follow John 
McCain's lead to see our commitment through until the end of his first term, by 2013 America will have 
welcomed most of our troops home and the Iraq war will have been won. Though some violence will 
still occur, Iraq will be a functioning democracy with al Qaeda defeated and the U.S. maintaining just a 
small military presence that does not play a direct combat role. But the Democratic candidate for 
Congress wants to pull our troops out precipitously and give al Qaeda a big victory. 
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Democrats expand lead on Iraq debate without mention of Obama’s plan

44

26

Democratic statement Republican statement

Democratic statement strongly Democratic statement somewhat
Republican statement strongly Republican statement somewhat

59

+21
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Now I'm going to read you what the candidates for Congress are saying on Iraq.  Regardless of who you would vote for, 
please tell me whether the Democratic statement or the Republican statement comes closer to your own view, even if 
neither is exactly right. 
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Gay marriage: California impact?
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Gay marriage debate: over 60% support either marriage or civil unions
Which one of the following statements do you most agree with when it comes to the issue of gay marriage? 

38

28

30

0% 1500% 3000% 4500%

There should be no legal recognition of a
relationship between gay or lesbian couples. 

Marriage under the law should only be between
a man and a woman, but there should be

domestic partnerships or some other legal
rights that would give same-sex couples many

of the benefits and protections of marriage.

Gay and lesbian couples should have the same
legal right to marry as do a man and a woman.
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Gay marriage debate

Now I'm going to read you what the candidates for Congress are saying about gay marriage.  Regardless of who you 
would vote for, please tell me whether the Democratic statement or the Republican statement comes closer to your 
own view, even if neither is exactly right.

The Democratic candidate says, I believe we need to be fair and support granting civil unions to gay 
and lesbian couples, which grant many of the legal rights and responsibilities of married couples. But I 
oppose a constitutional amendment to ban gay marriage because decisions about marriage should be 
left to the states as they always have been. This debate is important, but the Republican candidate for 
Congress is using it to divide our country and distract our attention from their lack of solutions to end 
the war in Iraq and fix our struggling economy. 

OR

The Republican candidate says, the recent decision by the California Supreme Court to legalize gay 
marriage is a big step that can lead to force other states to accept marriage between gay and lesbian 
couples. We need a constitutional amendment to ban same-sex marriage and preserve the sanctity of 
marriage between a man and a woman. Of course, this country faces a lot of other problems than 
need to be addressed, but our core values are under assault and it is a shame that Democrats are not 
standing up for American families.
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Democratic position on gay marriage, civil unions is favored by electorate

35 33

Democratic statement Republican statement

Democratic statement strongly Democratic statement somewhat
Republican statement strongly Republican statement somewhat

52
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Now I'm going to read you what the candidates for Congress are saying about gay marriage.  Regardless of who you 
would vote for, please tell me whether the Democratic statement or the Republican statement comes closer to your 
own view, even if neither is exactly right. 
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Gas Tax
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Supporting gas tax summer holiday doesn’t help Democrats electorally
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More likely Less likely

Much more likely Somewhat more likely Much less likely Somewhat less likely

46
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46

Now let me read you what some Democrats are saying about gas taxes. After I read the statement, please tell me 
whether that makes you more likely or less likely to support that Democratic candidate for Congress.

Democrats say: For years the Bush administration let gas companies write our energy policy. Now gas 
prices are sky rocketing and American families are paying the price. We must act immediately to lower 
the cost of gas for consumers by lifting the federal tax on gasoline for the summer months. Opponents 
say: Lifting the federal tax on gasoline for the summer is empty political pandering that won't solve our 
energy crisis and will benefit the oil companies more than giving any real savings to drivers. 

+0
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Opposing gas tax holiday doesn’t boost Democrats either

Greenberg Quinlan RosnerPage 52 | 
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Now let me read you what some Democrats are saying about gas taxes. After I read the statement, please tell me 
whether that makes you more likely or less likely to support that Democratic candidate for Congress.

Democrats say: Lifting the gas tax for the summer months is the same pandering we've been hearing 
from Washington politicians for years. It is a giveaway to oil companies that won't solve our long-term 
energy crisis and will pull resources away from the Highway Trust Fund for road construction and 
maintenance. Opponents say: Democrats are denying Americans a little relief that they desperately 
need during this terrible time of high gas prices and a troubled economy.

-2
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